Embattled farmer-militia dig in near Bunker Hill the night before the liritish attack of lime 17,177r>.

First blows in the war for freedom

mHE Revolutionary War began with a great toppling of royal emblems and a
JL rush of citizens to arms around Boston. Opposed to the rebels were British
General Gage's 4,000 men, the main British force in the colonies. AH the fight-
ing went on, Britain brought over as many as 55,000 soldiers, including about
30,000 German-speaking mercenaries; to these were added many American
Tories and Indians. The redcoats generally were well equipped; although their
heavy muskets were dismally inaccurate, they were supplemented by that
very useful weapon, the glittering, 21-inch bayonet.

The American troops were drawn from a colonial population of more than two
million, of which some 500,000 were Tory sympathizers. Although there were
over 200,000 enlistments during the war, Washington in fact never had more
than 8,000 Continental regulars in a single battle. The short-term militia some-
times performed magnificently (at Bunker Hill and Bennington) and sometimes
ran away (at Kip's Bay and White Plains). But by living to ftght another day,
they effectively foiled the British strategy, which was to split the colonies in
two and destroy American fighting power in a series of quick, smashing blows.
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